Posthumous Alexander type stater from Sardes discovered
at Cocorastii Mislii (Teleajen area), Prahova county
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Few years ago, a posthumous Alexander the Great type stater was bought for the numismatic
collection of the Coins Cabinet of the Romanian Academy Library!. A child found it in his grandparents
courtyard from Cocordstii Mislii, Prahova county, in the clay brought from Teleajen area to built a stove.

Obv. Head of Athena right, wearing crested Corinthian helmet decorated with serpent, and necklace.
Rv. AAEEANAP[OY]. Nike standing left, holding wreath in extended right hand and cradling stylis in
left arm; torch below left wing, monogram A or A below right wing.
AV 12 h; 8,56 g; 19 mm (fig. 1; 2x1); inv. M. 76.
Miiller, Alexander, 30, Amphipolis.
Thompson, Sardes, series XV, 301 a (same dies), years 319-318 BC.
Price 2633 var.? (uncertain), Sardes, years 323-319 BC.

In fact, Price 2633 (Thompson, Sardes, 299, 301-302, 303) covers several different combinations of
dies and maybe two different controls. If Price 2633 (Thompson 299, 302 and 303) keep the same control
A\ and the torch, using several pair of dies, it seems that Price 2633 (Thompson 301a) introduce a new control,

Fig. 1. Alexander type stater from Sardes discovered at Cocorastii Mislii.

* Coins Cabinet of the Romanian Academy Library; (@yahoo.com
e-mail: viorel.petac@gmail.com ! The coin was bought in 2012 from Gabriela Micu,
** Olt County Museum from Slatina; e-mail: laurgutica  Baicoi, Prahova county.
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maybe A, below the right wing of the goddess, maintaining the torch below the left wing. Despite this
particular situation it is quite clear that Thompson 301a belongs to the same sequence from the series XV
because of the obverse die-link between Thompson 301a and Thompson 301b, the latter struck with a
different reverse die using control A (plate I, nos. 1-2). We have secured now the link between Thompson
301 and 302. So, Thompson 301a and 301b share the same obverse die while Thompson 301b and
Thompson 302 were struck with a different pair of dies; despite Thompson opinion?, the reverse dies are
very close, but different (pl. I, nos. 2-3). Thompson 301a seems to be a very rare issue, apparently only
three samples being known today?, all of them struck using the same pair of dies (pl. I, nos. 4-6).

The appearance of only one or two gold coins or even the discovery of similar small finds, not only
in Dobrudja and Southern Danube but also in the Northern Danube region, is not surprisingly now, a
recent study investigating the spread of gold Hellenistic coins in this specific area*. We have a Philip 111
Lampsacus stater from Albesti-Muru (Albesti-Paleologu commune, Prahova county)® and another one
(struck at Abydos) from Resca (Dobrosloveni commune, Olt county)®. An Alexander type stater from
Sardes comes from Catunu (Cornesti commune, Dambovita county) or from Cojasca (Dambovita county)’.
We have a sugestive horizon of gold coins coming from the territories controlled by Antigonos
Monophtalmos in Asia Minor?® especially after 320 BC, reflecting the large scale use of the Thracians and
probably Getians mercenaries in the Diadochi conflicts. It seems that they had a significant involvement
in the Second War of the Diadochi (319-315 BC), when the Thracians mercenaries provided the Antigonid
heavy cavalry in the battles from Paraetacene (November 317 BC; North-West of Persepolis®, 70 km
North-East of Shiraz, Iran) — where 1000 men from Thracian cavalry'® fought against Eumenes — and
Gabiene!! (January 316 BC; near modern Isfahan, Iran'?). The finds of isolated gold coins or even small
hoards containing few staters from this period in the North Danubian area reflect a direct relation between
the events from the Diadochi Wars and the participation of strong contingents of Thracians and Getians
mercenaries in these major conflicts.
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Plate I. Alexander type staters from Sardes, Price 2633: 1-2. Thompson, Sardes, 301 a (Bucharest, Romanian Academy Library,
Coins Cabinet) and 301 b (American Numismatic Society); 3. Thompson, Sardes, 302 (Berlin); 4-6. Thompson, Sardes,
301 a (4. Bucharest, Romanian Academy; 5. CNG Mail Bid Sale 57, April 4" 2001, nr. 178; 6. ANS 1944.100.31023).
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Several hoards, like Codlea (Brasov county; IGCH 409)!3, probably Galati'* IGCH 799), buried
after 317-316 BC or few years later'®, Galdau (Calarasi county; IGCH 774)'¢ and Larguta!” (Cantemir
county, Moldova Rep.), together with those from Jasna Poljana (IGCH 777)'3, Dobrogea 1954 (IGCH
796 ?'%), Samovedene (IGCH 395)?° and Ruse 1979%! suggest the financial support of Antigonos for the
West Pontic Greek cities uprisal against Lysimachus at the end of the 4th ¢. BC and also proved the major
military role of the Thracians, Getians and Scythians contingents in the Antigonid politics of the region
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